
From the 

Horse’s 
Mouth

This is Elvis!  He is a very small white miniature gelding. He came 
to us a few weeks ago from a lady who had tried to save him, 
but didn’t know how to bring him back to health.  He has 
trouble walking with his back legs, and after Dr. Joyce's 
examination, it was determined that he needs stifle surgery on 
both rear legs. Surgery is planned when Elvis gets stronger and 
gains more weight.  Please help us with the cost of his surgery.  
You can mail a check or donate online on our website at 
www.missouriforgetmenot.org.  Your prayers and donations for 
his care are greatly appreciated.

Missouri Forget-Me-Not Horse Rescue and Sanctuary, 1025 Heritage Road, Linn Creek, MO 65052
Email:  Connie@MissouriForgetMeNot.com;  Website:  www.MissouriForgetMeNot.org;  Phone: (573) 216-3838

Missouri Forget-Me-Not Horse Rescue and Sanctuary is a 501(c) (3) charitable organization – All donations are tax deductible.

MISSOURI FORGET ME NOT RESCUE AND SANCTUARY NEWSLETTER        JULY – SEPTEMBER 2017    ISSUE # 13

If you are receiving a printed copy of this newsletter in the mail, please send your email address to 
connie@missouriforgetmenot.com so that we can email it to you, to reduce our printing and mailing 

costs.  You will also get notices about our special events.

President’s Message

6 Ways to Identify a Reputable 
Horse Rescue

Horses Needing a Home

Horses Needing Sponsors

Recent Adoptions

EQUUS $2,500 Grant Award

MFMN 2017 Top-Rated Nonprofit

Feed a Horse Program 

Volunteer Spotlight

Corporate Sponsors

1st Annual Porto Cima Golf 
Tournament

Our Mission          

Foster Homes Needed for Horses

IN THIS ISSUE

http://www.missouriforgetmenot.org/


President’s Message

FALL IS IN THE AIR……
We are coming to the end of yet another summer here at the Farm.  We 
have received a record number of calls about horses that are on a waiting 
list to come here.  We have had many health issues with the horses that 
are presently under our care, and our pledge to help those horses that 
need a helping hand has not wavered.

Our annual 5K/10K walk/run at the Linn Creek City Park was again 
attended by a great group of health conscious people that truly enjoyed 
the event and the beautiful weather. It was so much fun having the ponies 
running alongside the runners!

Our Annual Garage Sale had a great turnout…..so many beautiful gently 
used items were donated and we raised money for several bales of hay for 
the horses.  Thank you to all that donated items……we are now saving 
space for collecting good, usable items for our next Garage Sale in 2018.  

We also had a booth at the Ozarks Amphitheatre during a musical concert 
there, and we had pony rides and participated in several local events 
throughout our Lake area, including helping with the Lake Shootout Poker 
Runs to raise money for the horses.

Our latest fundraiser was the 1st Annual Golf Tournament at The Club at 
Porto Cima.  We had a fantastic turn out with 88 golfers participating, and 
over 30 sponsors. Everyone enjoyed watching the Eclipse during the 
round.   There was a Silent Auction, and raffle drawings followed by an 
awards ceremony while the golfers dined on the wonderful food provided 
by Porto Cima. We definitely plan on doing this again next year.  Hope 
even more can come and enjoy this beautiful golf course.

Back at the Farm:   We are always looking for volunteers, either one day a 
week or more, whatever works well with everyone’s schedule.  Seven days 
a week; 52 weeks a year we have barn chores and those that love horses 
can help us out and spend time with our residents!

The main costs here at the Sanctuary are feed and medical expenses.  This 
year we have had a tremendous amount of expenses for treatments, 
surgeries and general health issues.  Our hay and grain expenses are also 
one of our major costs, and with the number of horses that we have here, 
we are constantly in need of donations to get us through the winters.  We 
feed our horses well – and they get what they need in order to thrive and 
lead a healthy life…..and that is not cheap.  

Please keep us in your thoughts and prayers so that we can continue 
helping the horses out there that are “thrown away” and give them a safe 
and secure future.

Best always,

Connie Hendrix, President
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6 Ways to Identify a Reputable 
Horse Rescue

Where does a person go to check if a horse 
rescue is all they say they are? In the world 
today, especially with the popularity of social 
media, it’s sometimes difficult to identify a 
reputable horse rescue.

1. Determine Non-profit Organization 
Status - Non-profits should be registered 
with Guidestar - and their financials should 
be made public for full transparency; you 
have a right to know where your money is 
going.   You can see MFMN’s Guidestar
profile at www.guidestar.org/profile/45-
3787871#

2. Make sure the Horse Rescue is GFAS 
Verified or Accredited – When you see a 
GFAS accreditation on the rescue’s website, 
you know that they have been audited and 
accredited by a highly-respected, trust-
worthy 3rd-party. MFMN is accredited by 
GFAS.

3. The Horse Rescue Should Be Open to the 
Public – Visitors are always welcome at 
MFMN. Call Connie at 573-216-3838 to 
schedule a visit.

4. They Should Have Volunteers – MFMN is 
a 100% volunteer organization – no paid 
employees. We are always looking for 
volunteers – so call 573-216-3838 for 
volunteer opportunities.

5. The Horse Rescue Should Be Part of a 
Rescue Network – MFMN is a member of 
the Homes for Horses Coalition, EQUUS, and 
A Home for Every Horse, among others.

6. They should have a Social Media 
Presence – Visit MFMN on Facebook and our 
website: www.missouriforgetmenot.org.

The best way to determine if you are 
donating to a reputable horse rescue is to 
volunteer and witness the rescue in action, 
but if that’s not possible, these 6 tips will 
help you do your homework to ensure that 
your donations are going to a trustworthy 
organization.

http://www.missouriforgetmenot.org/
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Horses Needing a Home
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Candy is a 21 year old quarter horse cross mare.  
She is at the trainer’s getting a refresher.  She is 
gentle and would make a wonderful horse for a 
small adult or youth.  The adoption fee is $600 
to an approved home.

Morning Star is a beautiful 14 year old cremello
quarter horse mare with striking blue eyes.  (Cremello
is a very light cream colored horse with light eyes and 
pink skin). She stands 14.1 hands tall.  She is broke to 
ride by an experienced rider.  The adoption fee is $800 
to an approved home.

Cinnamon is a 5 year old MFT sorrel filly who just 
returned from the trainer and is broke to ride by 
an experienced rider.  She is sound and ready for 
the right person.  You have to love those smooth 
gaited horses!  Her adoption fee is $1,000 to an 
approved home.  

Brandy is an 11 yr. old papered MFT mare.  She has 
been to our trainers for a refresher.  He reports that she 
has no problems and is a smoooth ride.  She is a 
beautiful chestnut that glows in the sun.  Wouldn’t you 
look great on her!  If you haven’t filled out an adoption 
application on our website, you better do it now!  The 
adoption fee is $1,100.
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Horses Needing a Home (continued)
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Sarge has been a roping horse all his 
life. He is a  26 year young sorrel quarter 
horse gelding standing at 16 hands. He is a 
very finished, easy riding horse. Come out 
and take him for a ride.  His adoption fee is 
$1,000 to an approved home.

Rebel is a beautiful 12 year old Saddlebred Paint 
gelding, who is VERY broke and gentle. He came in 
thin, but look at him now!  He won’t last long, so 
don’t wait to send in an adoption application.  
Adoption fee is $1,500 to an approved home.

Rubio is a light warmblood Anglo-Trakehner which are 
known for their “floating trot”.  The breed is very 
athletic & trainable for dressage.  Rubio is a 20 year 
old gelding and is 15.2 hands tall.  He is very friendly 
and well mannered.  He is currently being evaluated by 
the trainer for a refresher.  His adoption fee is $1,000 
to an approved home.

Bonnie is an 11 yr. old full blooded Haflinger
palomino mare with flaxen mane and tail.  She 
is a sweetheart and loves attention.  As a multi-
talented horse, the breed is commonly used 
today in dressage, endurance riding, general 
riding, jumping, and work activities.  Bonnie is 
very calm and she has been to the trainer and 
is very rideable.  She has performed wonder-
fully on recent trail rides.  The adoption fee is 
$1,400 to an approved home.
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Horses Needing Sponsors
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Annie is a thoroughbred cross mare who came to us 
with a body score of 2.  She is only 12 years old.  She is 
in good health, and has put on weight since this 
picture was taken when she first came in.  She is not 
broke, and she needs a sponsor to help with training 
costs, so she can be adopted to a loving home.

Paisley was purchased to be a dressage horse, but 
was unable to do jumps and other dressage 
movements due to problems with his front legs.  He 
is not sound enough to be ridden.  He is an 8 year old 
warm blood, and very friendly.  He will be a perma-
nent resident at the Sanctuary for many years, so he 
really needs a sponsor.  He could also be considered 
as a companion horse to an approved home.

Derby is a 20 year old dark bay thoroughbred mare 
with bad abscesses on front hooves.  She recently 
went to MU Equine Hospital for surgery to remove a 
stone from inside her hoof.  She is starting to heal, 
but she needs a sponsor to help pay for her surgery 
bill and medications.

Bonita - This pretty lady came in with a body score of 
4.  She is an 18 year old quarter horse cross mare.  The 
vet has found that she has back problems that prevent 
her from being ridden.  She could use a sponsor, or she 
could be a companion horse to an approved home.
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Horses Needing Sponsors +
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Cowboy Red & Phillie are brother and sister who 
came in together.  Cowboy Red is 34 years old and he 
is blind in one eye.  Phillie is 30 years old.  Both came 
in very thin.  We are still working to put some weight 
on them.  They have been together since birth with 
one owner.  But the owner was no longer able to care 
for them and asked us to take them.  They will be 
here until they live out their natural lives.  Please 
consider sponsoring one or both of them.

Shay is a sweet 5 year old sorrel MFT mare.  She 
has been plagued with abscesses in her front 
hoof.  She underwent surgery at MU Equine Clinic 
to remove the abscess and part of her hoof.  She 
has a great prognosis for a full recovery, but it will 
take several months of medications.  She needs a 
sponsor to help with the surgery bill and 
medications, until she is able to be adopted.

Marin is a bay thoroughbred mare who came in 
extremely thin and sway backed. She is easy to 
identify because part of her left ear is missing.  She is 
23 years old, and cannot be ridden.  Recently she has 
had some medical issues, so she could use a sponsor 
to help with her vet bills.

Sugar came to us severely foundered.  We have 
been keeping her off grass, and treating all four 
feet.  She is a 12 year old MFT mare.  She needs a 
sponsor to help pay for the special grain, 
supplements and treatments that she is getting. 
Could you help her out?
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Recent Adoptions
We are so happy and thankful that we have found forever 
homes for several of our horses with wonderful people who 
love horses! Since June, we have had seven adoptions.  The 
Sanctuary has many more horses available for adoption, in 
addition to the eight listed in this newsletter.  So, if you don’t 
see the horse that you are looking for, please give Connie a 
call at 573-216-3838 and arrange a time when you can come 
out and see the horses that are available.  You can also check 
out our website at - www.missouriforgetmenot.org for more 
information about adoption requirements and a copy of the 
adoption application form.

Janet Bischler with her adopt-
ed horse Flash.  Janet waited 
until she found the perfect 
horse for her.  Flash is so lucky 
to have such a wonderful mom!

Ginger Reilly adopted Sister, 
who is a beautiful mustang 
mare. Ginger is looking for-
ward to many wonderful trail 
rides with this special horse.
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MFMN Receives 
$2,500 EQUUS Grant 
The EQUUS Foundation has granted 
$2,500 to the Missouri Forget-Me-Not 
Horse Rescue and Sanctuary to help fund 
needed veterinary care and medications 
for the permanent resident horses.  We 
have over 30 horses that are permanent 
residents, and many of these horses have 
medical conditions that require 
veterinary services and medications. 

In 2017, we spent over $23,000 on vet 
services and equine hospital services. We 
spent over $4,000 on medications. We 
have had horses that required X-rays, and 
other diagnostic procedures, surgery, 
dental work, and other treatments.

We frequently get calls from people who 
have a horse that has been injured or has 
a medical problem, and the owner says 
that if we don’t take the horse, then they 
will put it down, because they don’t want 
to pay for a vet.  In many cases, these 
horses are not old, and have treatable 
conditions.

Having this grant will help provide the 
funds needed to save these horses’ lives.

MFMN Recognized as 2017 Top-Rated Nonprofit
MFMN has been named a “2017 Top-Rated Nonprofit” by GreatNonprofits, the 
leading provider of user reviews of charities and nonprofits. The Top-Rated 
Nonprofit Award is based on the rating and number of reviews that Missouri 
Forget-Me-Not Horse Rescue and Sanctuary received from volunteers, donors and

people in the community. “Missouri Forget-Me-Not Horse Rescue and Sanctuary is a great example of a 
nonprofit making a real difference in their community,” said Perla Ni, CEO of GreatNonprofits, “Their award 
is well-deserved recognition not only of their work, but the tremendous support they receive, as shown by 
the many outstanding reviews they have received from people who have direct experience working with 
MFMN.” 

GreatNonprofits is the leading website where people share stories about their personal experiences on 
more than 1.2 million charities and nonprofits. The GreatNonprofits Top-Rated Awards are the only awards 
for nonprofits determined by those who have direct experience with the charities – as donors, volunteers 
and recipients of aid. 

http://www.missouriforgetmenot.org/
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Feed a Horse Program
Starved, abandoned and neglected horses need your help.  The horse pictured below is Gypsy.  It’s hard to 
believe that when she arrived at the sanctuary she looked like the picture on the left.  Gypsy is a very lucky 
horse.  She has gained a lot of weight and filled out nicely.  She is a 20 year old quarter horse mare.  She is 
currently at the trainer for a refresher, and she will soon be ready for adoption to her approved forever home. 

Seeing results like this is what keeps us doing what we do!  With your support and donations, we save horses 
from starving, rehabilitate them, then find a loving home for them.  Currently, the cost of rehabilitating a horse 
is approximately $200 per month.  This does not include any vet costs that may be needed.  These horses need 
your help so that they can live out their natural lives.  Please make a TAX DEDUCTIBLE donation today.  Get 
involved!  Ask your friends, family, co-workers and others to help raise money to feed the horses!

I would like to make a donation of: Make check payable & mail to:
MFMN Horse Rescue and Sanctuary

$200 per month for 4 months to rehabilitate one horse. 1025 Heritage Road
$800 one time donation to rehabilitate one horse. Linn Creek, MO 65052
$___________ per month to help feed the horses.
$___________ any one time donation is gladly accepted. Or donate online at:

www.MissouriForgetMeNot.org

Name: ____________________________________________________________________________

Address: ___________________________________________________________________________

City: _________________________ State: _____ Zip: _______ Email: __________________________

And don’t forget - Your donation is tax deductible!
THANK YOU!
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Mindi Sales has been volunteering at the MFMN 
Horse Sanctuary for nearly three years.  I asked her 
how she learned about the Sanctuary. “I found out 
about MFMN when I saw one of their donation 
containers at a local gas station and I called 
Connie. I owned a horse growing up, and I went to 
horse camp in Iowa every summer. I have always 
loved horses. So to be able to find such a great 
place to be around horses all the time was such a 
blessing for me”.

Mindi usually volunteers 4 days a week, and often 
comes in the evening. “I volunteer because I love 
the horses, and I love the mission of MFMN to save 
horses from neglect, abandonment and abuse.  
Connie started such an amazing place.  It is hard 
when we get a horse in that was neglected or 
abused, but it is soooooo rewarding to see the 
horse go from bad to amazing.  Being a part of that 
process is life changing”. 

When I asked Mindi what she enjoys most about 
volunteering, she stated, “I love getting all the food 
and supplements and medicine for each horse.  I 
also love spreading the manure in the fields.  I use 
the Polaris to drag tires attached to chains, through 
the fields to spread the piles of manure so it helps 
fertilize the pastures.  I am kind of possessive of 
this job!!  It is my favorite thing to do. 

When I asked Mindi about what she liked most 
about volunteering at the Sanctuary, she stated, 

Volunteer Spotlight “I have had so many wonderful times there. The 
volunteers are just so awesome.  We joke, laugh, work, 
and love all the horses.  There are so many great 
memories.  Jesse running around like Pepe Le Pue, Jesse 
following Durango around, Champ, Durango, Jesse, 
Danny, and Jack escaping and having to go round them 
up with the Polaris, Connie carrying her chicken in and 
out of her house, Joe demanding his carrots, Jesse 
trying to get into any vehicle or trailer with an open 
door, the raccoons visiting at night, TT being depressed 
every time he has to go back into the field from the 
barn, Cotton greeting me every time I arrive, peacocks 
everywhere, finding chicken eggs in the strangest 
places, the kitties, and going out to lunch with other 
volunteers to name just a few”. 

Mindi told me about a memorable event that happened 
while she was at the Sanctury.  “We brought in a very 
sick horse named Titan.  It took 14 of us to unload him 
and get him into a stall because he was so weak he 
couldn't walk.  It was about 11 pm at night and a bunch 
of amazing volunteers showed up to get him into a stall. 
I spent the night with him, laying some hay bales behind 
him and laying on the bales and petting him all night 
long.  The next day he got up and was drinking a bit, 
and I thought he was going to be all right, but later in 
the day, Titan collapsed and died.  It was so sad, but I 
feel so blessed because his last 24 hours were filled 
with love, food, water, a warm barn, and caring people.  
It was such a blessing to know that he didn't die alone 
in a field, but surrounded with love”. 

I asked Mindi what her advice would be to anyone 
thinking about volunteering at the Sanctuary.  “I would 
tell others who want to volunteer that it is fun and 
rewarding, along with hard work and sometimes 
sadness.  It is hard to not be mad when an abused 
horse comes in, but I try to focus on the good we are 
doing and how we are going to improve this horse's life 
by leaps and bounds.  The horses honestly love you.  
They are compassionate and loving.  It is sooo reward-
ing to spend time every day with Connie and the 
animals.  I feel that we are making such a difference in 
the world by filling a great need.  Plus, all the volunteers 
are so kind.  We have a great time every day”. 
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For Information about Volunteering at MFMN 
contact Connie at 573-216-3838 or visit our 
website at www.missouriforgetmenot.org for 
more information.

http://www.missouriforgetmenot.org/
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Please patronize our Corporate Sponsors.  We are grateful for their support!
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1st Annual Golf Tournament at Porto Cima
Gold Sponsor $1,500

Scott’s Concrete

Hole-In-One Sponsor

Hulett Chevrolet-Buick-GMC

Beverage Sponsor
Missouri Eagle Budweiser

Woods Supermarket
Host Sponsor

Chili’s
Panera Bread

On Plane Putting System
Charitable Grant - $250 - $500

KOHL’S
RE/MAX Charitable Foundation

Contest Sponsors - $150
Controlled Heating and Cooling
Eng & Woods Attorney at Law

Evergreen Home Decor
Lake of the Ozarks Animal Hospital

Maple Street Café
Paint Doctors

State Farm – Mike Heitman
Sunrise Cantina

Virtual Plumbing
Windows & More

Hole Sponsors - $125
Ashley Carpet Cleaning

Central Bank of the Lake of the Ozarks
Country Financial
Duncan II Jewelry

Elite Roofing
Flagstar Bank

Green Horizon
Jane Kelly RE/MAX

Lake Hills Veterinary Clinic
McGrath Insurance

MSW Interactive
Osage Animal Hospital

Precision Auto & Tire Services, LLC
Providence Bank

Renner Supply Company
Rice Concrete

Southwest Veterinary
TXR Architects + Constructors

Vista Grande
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1st Annual Porto Cima Golf Tournament 
Benefitting MFMN

The 1st Annual Porto Cima Golf 
Tournament was held on August 
21st on the day of the solar 
eclipse.  There were 88 golfers 
and over 30 sponsors for the 
event.  MFMN raised over 
$17,000 from the golf event, 
sponsors, individual donors and
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Carole Killebrew, Connie Hendrix, Jan Amos 
& Cheryll McGuire.

Virginia Rice, Kyle Foster & Elizabeth Maas.

Roxie Nieroda & Connie Hendrix, Founder.

Jeff & Maryanne Maier & Jane & Scottie 
Martin – Scott’s Concrete – Gold Sponsor

Forum Dental team with rescue ponies.

Kelly’s Port team on the course during 
the eclipse.

silent auction.  Thanks to all who contributed raffle items, auction items, 
prizes, and cash donations. And special thanks goes to the group of 
people who organized the event – Janet & Wayne Bischler, Roxie & Joe 
Nieroda, Katie & John Thorman, Sharon & Steve Konuch and Mike Ogle.  
We also want to thank Jon Crane, Director of Golf and Greg Griffin, Club 
Manager at Porto Cima and the wonderful staff for all their help with the 
event. The proceeds from the event are being used to help pay to repair 
and replace fencing on the 63 acre pasture, vet bills, and hay and grain 
for the horses.
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1025 Heritage Rd
Linn Creek, MO 65052

Board of Directors
Connie Hendrix, President
Donna Ogle, Vice President
Roxie Nieroda, Treasurer
Carole Killebrew, Secretary
Virginia Rice, Board Member

www.MissouriForgetMeNot.org

Our Mission 
is to provide aid and 
sanctuary to abused, 

neglected, abandoned or 
donated horses that come 
to us in need. Work with 

law enforcement and other 
agencies in their efforts to 
rectify situations in which 

horses are in peril. Provide 
horses in our Sanctuary 

with needed medical care, 
proper nutrition and a 

health plan to restore them 
physically and mentally for a 

new life. Continue 
educational and fundraising 

efforts to both help us 
support our rescue efforts 
and to promote awareness 
of issues involving neglect 

and abuse in our area.

Do you love horses? Have a bit of pasture and shelter? 
We are always in need of good foster homes. It is a 
great way to enjoy these marvelous creatures without 
having quite all the expense of owning one. We have 
several 'pasture ornaments' that would love to hang out 
with you. See our website or call Connie at 573-216-
3838 for more information!

THE END


